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time for clearing the land for cultivation is determined by the
position of a constellation called " The Cock," its head con-
sisting of the Pleiades, its body of Orion's belt, and its tail of
Sirius. The constellation should be at evening just above the
eastern horizon. Some tribes observe the morning, not the
evening, position of the Pleiades. The constellation of the
Cock used to be a real Cock and lived on earth. To explain
the origin of the Cock another story is told. They say that a
woman unwittingly married her own son. A great drought
followed the incest, so that all trees died. The woman con-
fessed the incest: contrary to custom her life was spared ;
and she foretold the chiefs that she would be turned into a
white hen, visible in the sky, and that they were to regulate
their agricultural labours with reference to her course in the
sky. Another story is told about " the Cock." A man
visited the nether world, and came to the village of Taman-
kapa (which is also the name of the constellation of the Cock).
The people of the village initiated him in the secrets of agri-
culture, and told him how to determine the agricultural
seasons by the position of the constellation in the sky. When
he returned home he imparted all that he had learned to his
fellow villagers.1
Among the Malays of Perak and Kedah the time of plant-
ing the rice-seed is determined by observation of the Pleiades.
" When at 4.30 A.M. or thereabouts a few grains of rice slip off
the palm of the hand, the arm being outstretched and pointed
at the constellation, or when, the arm being so directed, the
bracelet slides down the wrist, it is considered to be tune to
put down the rice nursery." a
In Africa, among the tribes on the eastern shores of Lake
Tanganyika, the constellation of the Pleiades bears the name
of Boulimtro, from the verb koulimira^ to cultivate, because
its stars begin to appear in the east in the evening at the time
of the first rains and the first agricultural work. The same
stars are at the zenith for the harvest of maize, and they set
with the sun in the west as they harvest the sorghum or Indian
millet, the last fruit of the year.3 We have already seen that
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